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BRAZIL 


HEALTH MINISTRY REVAMPS SYSTEM FOR FIGHTING TUBERCULOSIS 
Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 8 Feb 81 p 22 


[Article by Dacio Nitrini: "“INAMPS [National Inetitute for Social Security 
Medical Assistance) Gives Way to the State") 


{Text} Every year 120,000 new cases of tuberculosis appear in Brazil even though 
Consolidation of Labor Laws (CLT) requires that workers have an x-ray every 2 
years. Now, the Ministry of Health, seeing that the disease prevention system 
must be updated, changed the line of action in the fight against tuberculosis, 
reducing the number of hospital admittances, which used up 55 percent of the 
$100 million (nearly 7 billion crugeiros) of the annual sum it spent on the 
control of the disease, and encouraging the examination of the sputum of 
suspected cases. Defending the x-rays, the Sao Paulo Association of Radiology 
questioned the efficiency of those tests, although it acknowledges that more 

than 70 percent of the so called x-ray institutes are real dives. 


As of tomorrow, within that new line of struggle for the eradication of tubercu- 
losis, the agreement signed between INAMPS and the Secretariat of Health will 
go into effect. 


All of the 24,000 tuberculosis cases of Sao Paulo will now be under the exclusive 
treatment and responsibility of the Secretariat. Since hospital admittances will 
be discouraged, nearly 2,500 beds in 17 philanthropic hospitals of the Sao Paulo 
Federation of Antituberculosis Struggle Organizations (FELASP) are threatened 
with extinction if they are not adapted to receive other types of patients. 


Hospitalization Reaches an End 


The Secretariat of Health will be the only one responsible for fighting tubercu- 
losis in the entire state effective tomorrow. Patients who were being treated 

in unite of INAMPS, or new patients who may be found, will be sent to state 
health centers. It is estimated that there are 24,000 diseased people in Sao 
Paulo, of whom nearly 6,000 were customers of TNAMPS or of philanthropic organ- 
izations linked to it. INAMPS will pay a sum of 26 million cruzeiros so that the 
state will begin to care for ite former patients. 














In the new system, which is going to hospitalize only 20 percent of the patients, 
2,500 beds for tubercular patients, which will be surplus in the 17 philanthropic 
hospitals, should be reevaluated so as not to be removed. The Secretariat of 
Health is endeavoring to have these hospitals become centers for the rehabilitation 
of the physically handicapped or patients with chronic illnesses. There are rumors 
that if that is not possible, some of those hospitals, primarily those located in 
the region of Campos do Jordao, will wind up as tourist hotels. 


The agreement going into effect tomorrow is the result of a progressive work per- 
formed by the Ministries of Health and Social Welfare. Basing themselves on the 
lessons learned in Rio Grande do Sul, the federal government saw that a single 
command in the fight against tuberculosis, using the examination of sputum to 
detect the disease and drugs of proved effectiveness, was the way it would manage 
to save resources and decrease the rate of incidence. Therefore, the 6,000 
tubercular patients who were being treated under the INAMPS budget, will not be 
treated by the state, which in exchange will receive 26 million cruzeiros per 
month. 


Now, in the methods of modern public health, carriers of the disease are not 
hospitalized indiscriminately. Of the almost 24,000 tuberculosis patients in 

Sao Paulo, nearly 20 percent will need hospitalization, according to Gilberto 
Arantes, the technical coordinator of the program for fighting the disease. 
Therefore, only 1,200 beds will be needed to support the fight to eradicate the 
disease. He guarantees that the Sao Paulo government has this number of beds 
“evenly distributed among its units in Santos, Catanduva, Sao Paulo, Pariquera-Acu 
and Bauru." 


What to Do? 


Within that picture, a new problem has just risen: What to do with the 2,500 
surplus beds scattered throughout 17 private philanthropic hospitals dispersed 

in the various parts of the state? The FELASP, founded in 1951 and which enfolds 
nearly 20 hospitals which survive on official funds, donations and the sale of 
seals, expressed fear as to the future of ite institutions. 


In the waiting rooms of the office of Secretary Adib Jatene, it was said that 
there have been pressures from high federal government echelons to save those 
hospitals “because in the majoricy of cases they are managed by persons in high 
society, who peddle influence to make the hospitals yields votes during electoral 
periods.” At any rate, nothing has been decided yet as to their future. Gilberto 
Arantes said that he only expects to make “use of a small part of the surplus 
beds, primarily those of the region of the Paraiba Valley, where the government 
has no hospitals available for tuberculosis patients who have to be hospital- 
ized. ' Contacts for resolving th's situation are being made among the 

Secretariat of Health, the Brazilian Assistance Legion and the FELASP. 








Favorable 


The Association of Sao Paulo Public Heaith Doctors (AMSSP) recently iesued a 
document generally placing themselves in a position favorable to the agreement 
between the INAMPS and the Secretariat. However, it made some important 
reservations with respect to ite imposition, saying that health centers are 
poorly installed, there is not enough personnel and doctors’ salaries are 
degrading. 


"We cannot fail to recall that even before this agreement, of the 200 health 
centers in the Secretariat's tuberculosis subprogram, only 23 percent could 
provide treatment to the patients, but without performing even minimum activities 
stipulated, which means visits to the patient's fanily end the calling upon those 
who left the treatment system to return. All this without saying anything about 
the shortage of syringes and needles with which to apply the BCG Id vaccine 

and the medicines, that interfered with the success of the treatment, which 
depends on the proper and uninterrupted use of the drugs," said the document. 


8908 
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MEASLES VACCINATION TO BEGIN IN NORTHJAST; POLIO INC TMUNTIZATION RESULTS 


Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 28 Feb 81 p 5 


{Text} Health Minister Waldyr Arcoverde anounced in Rio yesterday that the 
vaccination campaign against measles will begin the second week of March in four 
states: Pernambuco, Rio Grande do Norte, Paraiba and Mato Grosso do Sul. At 

the end of April, the campaign will be extended to the whole country and will use 
70 million doses of vaccinc. 


According to Arcoverde, the campaign against measles will take care of about 20 
million children from 7 months to 5 years of age. In Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo 
and Rio Grande do Sul, where the children are vaccinated at any time of the year, 
the health minister will recommend that those who have not had their children 
vaccinated go to the health stations. 


According to Waldyr Arcoverde, the federal government imported half of the 

70 million doses of vaccine; the remainder was produced by the Oswaldo Cruz 
Foundation, Next year the Health Ministry expects to produce at least 70 percent 
of the vaccine. 


* 


Polio 


Minister Waldyr Arcoverde reported the polio campaign conducted last year is 
already beginning to show results. According to the estimates made on the bases 
of the cases that have occurred in the last 5 years, in February, 200 children 
should have shown symptoms of the disease. However, according to the minister, 
there were only two cases in the entire country. 


"This shows," he said, “that polio is practically under control in Brazil, It 
does not mean that the risks have disappeared, For that reason, this year we 
are going to maintain the same vaccination system adopted in 1980. And we 
appeal to parents not to fail to take their children to health stations to take 
the doses." 





The campaign against polio will use 80 million doses of vaccine imported from 
European countries. The first dose will be applied on 13 June; the second on 
15 August, 











More Personnel 


Arcoverde declared that between 3,000 and 5,090 more employees will be contracted 
for agencies connected with the Health Ministry (Oswaldo Cruz Foundation, the 


Central “ood and Medicine Control Laboratory, Social Pioneer Foundation, among 
others). 


These emp.oyees will fill technical and administration positions being contracted 
through puvlic competition. By che end of March, the Planning Secretariat of the 
Presidency »f the Republic (SEPLAN) is going to define what the budget supplement 
will be to permit the Health Ministry to contract the personnel. 


8711 
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BRAZIL 


NEW DIAGNOSTIC METHOD TO BE USED FOR CHAGAS DISEASE 
Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 21 Feb 81 p 5 


[Text] Brasilia--The director of the Superintendency of Public Health Campaigns 
(SUCAM), Jose Fiuza Lima, said yesterday that the Ministry of llealth will use the 
new method for the diagnosis of Chagas disease developed by Professor Antonio 
Teixeira of the University of Brasilia. 


He said that because it is a simple intradermic injection of antigenes, which 
causes an inflammation where it is applied in case the person is infected, the 
new method is much cheaper than the traditional techniques which require 
laboratories equipped for material analysis and can be used in the rural areas 
because it does not requir. a specialized technician. 


"Anyone, after an explanation, is able to administer the injection and determine 
after 48 hours if the reaction appears," he said, 


Research 


The method was developed by the Department of Immunology of the University of 
Brasilia, where basic research is underway which may result in the discovery of 

a vaccine against Chagas divease, a disease that today affects more than 6 million 
Brazilians. SUCAM conducted a serological survey throughout the country, 
collecting material from 1.3 million people to determine exactly the number of 
persons infected. The results are being processed in the Department of Preventive 
Medicine of the University of Sao Paulo. 


According to Fiuza, the big challenge of Chagas disease is that there is no known 
cure. The only medicines that can be used are experimental drugs such as Lampit 
by Bayer and Rochagan from Roche Laboratory, which are partially effective in 
fighting the infection, 


"The main problem, which makes it difficult to develop vaccines or curative 
drugs, is that the parasite of the disease does not directly cause any lesions 
in the victim. They are the result of the reaction of the cells of a person's 
immune system which, in trying to defend the body against the parasite, end up 
causing fatal cardiac or digestive lesions, 
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BRAZIL 





INDIAN MEASLES FATALITIES DENIED--Brasilia--The National Indian Foundation (FUNAL) 
issued 4 note yesterday denying that 15 Mameloto Indiane--a Nambiquara subgroup-- 
had died of measles in Rondonio, ae reported by the Pro-Indian Committee of Sao 
Paulo last weekend. According to FUNWAL, jungle expert Aimore Cunha da Silva is 
in the Pimenta Bueno region where the Mamelotos live and thus far he hae not 
reported the death of any Indian. The Pro-Indian Committee of Sao Paulo had 
reported that 15 bodies were in an advanced state of decay. FUNAI said: "The 
Sth Regional Headquarters (DR) representative, Apoena Meireles, is coordinating 
the effort to determine if there is any basis to the charges of the Pro-Indian 
Committee. Jungle expert Aim@ore Cunha da Silva had not found any dead Indian 

as of yesterday afternoon. He will continue to work in the region although he 
has already stated that he does not beliewe there is any basis to the charge." 
According to FUNAI, the chief of the Sth DR in Mato Grosso, Colonel Cunha, also 
has not confirmed any deaths. He told the agency that the situation in the area 
is under control. There are three health stations in the Nambiquara region that 
coordinate the health situation. [Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 6 Mar @1 
p 5) 8711 


YELLOW FEVER IMMUNI ZATION RESULTS--Brasilia--The Superintendency of Public Health 
Campaigne (SUCAM), ie quite satisfied with the resulte of the yellow fever 
vaccination campaign, in Rio, vaccinations have risen from 20 4 day to almost 20v, 
according to an official. “fven an infantry batallion that was going into the 
Amazon jungle delayed its departure to enable the soldiers to be vaccinated, “he 
added. SUCAM superintendent Jose Piuzga Lima said that the aim of the campaign 

ia not to increase the number of vaccinations, although that is also important. 
“Our primary objective in launching the campaign,” he pointed out, “is to develop 
an awareness on the part of the Brazilian population to go to the vaccination 
stations when they travel in jungle areas, in the Amazon and the Center West, 
where sylvan yellow fever is endemic. Fiuza said that this is not 4 campaign to 
immunize the whole Brazilian population, as in the case of polio. “It would be 
unnecessary and burdensome, and if might not have an infiuence in reducing the 
number of cases. What we aig for is to prevent the occurrence of cases by 
vaccinating the population of the regions where the disease exists." [Rio de 
Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 24 Feb 61 p 6) 8711 


TYPHOID FEVER IN ALTO DO SALDANHA--The secretary of health of Bahia, Jorge 
Augusto Novis, said yesterday that another case of typhoid fever has been 














confirmed in the village of Alto do Saldanha, the same place where 12 days ago 
four persons were fo to have the disease, one of whom has died. WNovie believes 
that there ie really an epidemic focal there. (Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in 
Portuguese 24 Feb 81 p 6) 8711 


TYPHOLD OUTBREAK~~Salvador (0 GLOBO)=-The secretary of health of Bahia, Jorge 
Augueto Novis, said yesterday that examinations made of 10 patients hospitalized 
since last week in the Courto Mala Hospital, confirmed the suspicions of typhoid 
fever. Another patient died shortly before going to the hospital. The four 
cases were discovered in one house at Alto do Saldanha and their immediate 
hospitalization was ordered. The secretary of health eaid that more chan 2,000 
people living nearby were vaccinated to insure the containment of typhoid. 
{Text} [Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 20 Feb 81 p 5) 8908 


TYPHOID IN SAO PAULO--Residents of Nucleo Camargo Novo, in the Sao Paulo hills, 
paraded through the streets of the district yesterday protesting the appearance 
of several cases of typhoid fever and the complete lack et hygienic conditions 

in that region of the eastern zone. According to them, two children have died of 
typhoid in the last two daye and a third is undergoing treatment. WNucleo Camargo 
Novo, a conglomeration of wooden and concrete block shacks, which runs for a 
little more than 2 kilometers along Tijuco Preto Gulch, was in the news nearly 

a year ago when some of the residents, desperate because of the conditions under 
which they lived, “subdivided” some land belonging to the prefecture on the 
opposite side of the guich and were subsequently expelled from there by the 
regional administrator of Sao Miguel. Squeezed between a dirt road and the 
svamplands, nearly 50 families now want the prefecture to build a health station 
nearby, “or at least improve access and care at the treatment station existing 

at the Jardim das Oliveiras,” nearby, according to one of the leaders of the slum- 
dvellers, Jose Angelo. According to him, "In order to reach the station, it is 
first necessary to make a big circle and, depending on the state of the patient, 
the potholes in the streets are enough to finish him off before he can be helped. 
Emergency cases are taken to the Sao Miguel First Aid, however, when it rains it is 
necessary to carry the patients because the streets of Novo Camargo do not allow 
the passage of automobiles. Even police vehicles, when they venture to look for 
robbers hiding on the banks of the gulley, have to make long detours to reach the 
other side,” says Jose Angelo. [Excerpt] [Sao Paulo Folha de Sao Paulo in 
Portuguese 9 Feb 81 p 11) 8908 





REPLACEMENT OF EXPIRED VACCINES--Sao Paulo (0 GLOBO)--Secretary of Health Adib 
Jatene reported yesterday that 150,000 new doses of antipoliomyelitis vaccine 
acquired from the Central Enterprise for Medicines (CEME) are being distributed 
to the Health Stations in Sao Paulo to replace those which were being used after 
their useful life date had expired. Jatene said that the use of vaccines with an 
expired useful life date wee halted “only as a precaution,” since he believes 
that tests entrusted to two laboratories will confiru that they maintain their 
effectiveness for some time after the date marked on the label. According co 
him, the WHO allows the use of antipolio vaccine up to 9 months after the labe! 
expiration date, since the manufacturing laboratories themselves provide guaran- 
tees. In case the effectiveness of those vaccines is not confirmed, children 
vaccinated with them will have to return to the stations to receive new doses. 
The secretary aleo reported that the Ministry of Health should receive the first 
lots of vaccines purchased abroad within the next 15 days. The first shipment 
of 400,000 doses will then be sent to Sao Paulo. [Text] [Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO 
in Portuguese 17 Feb 61 p t] 8908 

















YELLOW FEVER CAMPAIGN==-The Minietry of Health launched 4 campaign of vaccination 
againet yellow fever throughout the country yesterday, aimed at those who travel 
to the Amazon Region and the center-weet. The vaccination ie painless and 
igmunizes a person for 10 yeare 16 days after it ie injected. The regional 
director of the Superintendency for Public Health Campaigns, Pelagio Parigot, 
eaid yeaterday that the incidence of yellow fever ie increasing due to the 
migration of workere and touriete to those regions. He estimates that from 15 to 
20 people died from the disease. “Persone who are ping to travel to those 
regions must have themselves vaccinated 10 daye beforehand. The vaccine 
immunizes for 10 years,” he said. The only vaccination station in Rio is at the 
Port Health Inepection Office at Public Square 15, which treate nearly 50 people 
per day. The director of the inepection office, Lima Verde, reported that 
vaccinations increase in the summer due to the large movement of tourtete and of 
participante in the Rondon Project. Vaccinations in recent monthe were as 
follows: 1,479 doses in November, 1,817 in December, and 1,419 in January. 

The Modelo Health Center in Porto Alegre vaccinated 12 persons yesterday, where 
prior to that it provided eix vaccinations per day. [Text] [Rio de Janeiro 

0 GLOBO in Portuguese 17 Feb 81 p 5) 8908 
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ECUADOR 


BRLEYS 


TYPHOLD OUTBREAK--Dr Rafael Eetuardo Monje, chief of the provincial health 
office, has reported that 150 cases of typhoid fever have occurred between 
1 January and 18 March in the city of Quito. He added that etepse are being 


taken to control the epidemic. [Quito Cadena Ecuador Radio in Spanish 
2300 GMT 20 Mar 81 PA) 
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INDIA 


WEST BENGAL PHYSICIANS OBJECT TO BAREFOOT DOCTORS 
Karachi DAWN in English 28 Feb 81 p 5 


[Text] Caleutta, Feb 27: Physicians in Weat Bengal are on the warpath, pro- 
testing against introduction in the Fastern Indian State of a three-year course 
aimed at producing ‘bare-foot doctors’ for the bulk of the population who enjoy 
little medical care. 


According to official estimates, there is one doctor in West Bengal for every 
10,000 people, which leaves most of the State's 60 million population, living 
in rural areas to the mercy of witch doctors, faith healers, and quacks. 


This amateur treatment consists mainly of prescribing herbal medicine. Some 
people are cured but many others die. 


The Marxist State Government, plans to produce physicians with sufficient knowl- 
edge to cure elementary diseases, who will be asked to go out to the villages. 
The first group of about 100 is already receiving their training. 


According to official estimates, the government has to spend around Rs 30,000 
rupees (3,750 dollare) per medical student, during his five-year period of 
study. 


Most of the hospitals and health centres in the State's 17,000 villages do not 
have any doctor. 


Patients are often treated by amateur chemists, who confidently issue a red 
mixture for stomach ailments and a white mixture for fever and other ailments. 


The more complicated cases and people requiring surgery are referred to the 
district town hospitals. 


If the poor villager can take the journey, he often finds all beds are occupied 
and has to be content with a mattress on the floor of a ward in corridors with 
stray doge to keep him company. 


However, regular doctors, feel that the government, will only help in adding to 
the list of quacks, and fears have also been expressed that the government action 
will affect their own practices. 





The government contends it had no alternative but to introduce the new course 
because fully qualified doctors were unwilling to go to the villages, and take 
up assignments in government hospitals there, 


Repeated efforts by successive State governments to improve conditions in 
district hospitals, have failed because of lack of cooperation from doctors, 
officials say. 


The doctors have organised protest demonstrations, in the streets of Calcutta 
and «leewhere in West Bengal and held sit-in protests against the new barefoot 
doctor scheme, 


Chiet Minister Jyoti Basu has accused thea of shedding ‘crocodile tears’ for the 
people, 


“That these doctors do not really have the interest of the people at heart is 
evident from the fact that moet of them rush off abroad for better salaries 
immediately after completing their education at home,” he said. 


Doctors attached to these hospitals mostly stay in Calcutta, and visit the 
establishment for one or two days in a week to rush through the long List of 
patients. 


For treatment on other days, instructions are left with their assistants who 
do their best. 


Regular resident doctors are to be found only in far flung areas, like the 
Hill resort of Darjeeling. 


The doctors sav, they find it difficult to live in the districts, because of 
inadequate facilities for the education of their children and the lack of amen- 
ities of modern Living. 


Though these arguments are true to some extent, the fact remains that the lure 
of a bigger income in Calcutta keeps them away from the villages. 


The government-owned hospitals in Calcutta are also in poor shape. Largely, 
due to overcrowding which prevents Authorities from maintaining even a minimum 
level of cleanliness. 


Here also patients often sleep in the corridors, the only difference being that 
they have a bed to rest on. --REUTER 
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INDIA 


JAUNDICE IN MUZAPFARPUR--Jaundice has broken out in an epidemic form in the dis- 
trict and 4,000 people are down with the disease, according to the district 
president of the Indian Medical Association, Dr. T. P. Shahi. Mr. Shahi told 
newemen here yesterday that Balighat, Akharghat and Sikandarpur were the worst- 
affected areas in the district. He added that the reason for the epread of the 
disease might be a leakage in the drinking water pipes. [Text] [Bombay THE 
TIMES OF INDIA in English 6 Mar 81 p 16) 


MADRAS POLIO DEATHS--Polio has taken the lives of 11 more children in Madras 
during the past four days, raising the toll to 51. The toll over the four-day 
period represents a new peak in the incidence of the disease, which has been 
gripping the city for the past three months. Admissions to the city hospitals 
have not waned. There were 53 cases brought in during the first nine days of 
March, compared to about 300 cases in the first two months of the year. Health 
authorities said that they were keeping a close watch over the situation, and 
were expediting a programme of immunisation to cover at least 1.7 lakh children 
in the next 12 months. Meanwhile, the Public Health Department is examining 
reports that among the polio victims are children who apparently had been imm- 
nised. The case histories of all these children are being scrutinised to check 
whether they were fully immunised. Immunisation is complete only after four 
doses of the vaccine--including the booster dose--have been administered. [Text] 
[Madras THE HINDU in English 10 Mar 81 p 1) 
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INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


GASTROENTERITIS OUTBREAK IN MOLUCCAS=-One hundred and thirty-five inhabitants of 
Pulau Babar/Tepa Subdistrict in Maluku Tenggara District are in guarded condition 
and 34 have died after being stuck down by an epidemic of gastroenteritis. The 
local inhabitants stricken by the illness were residents of remote and isolated 
villages. Medical officials in Maluku Tenggara were rather slow in rendering 
assistance because they had difficulty in reaching the scattered and isolated vil- 
lages. Dr Retanubun stated that the gastroenteritis epidemic was caused by the 
precarious state of health of the population which also was not aware of the neces- 
sity to use clear water for their daily needs. The result was that they could be 


struck down easily by a gastroenteritis epidemic. [Excerpts] [Jakarta HARIAN UMUM 
AB in Indonesian 16 Dec 80 p 5] 9464 


GOLTTER REPORTED IN EAST JAVA--East Java is determined to fight and prevent endemic 
goiter which is presently ravaging the population of 1856 villages in 130 sub- 
districts of 21 level II districs. The Governor of East Java. Soenandar Pro josoe- 
darmo, explained that the prevention and abolition of the disease will be under- 
taken on a continuous basis starting in fiscal year 1980/81. Innoculations of 
Lipiodol and the sale of salt containing sodium will be conductec in stages. For 
the Lipiodol innoculations, funds amounting to 155 million rupiah have been set 
aside. 130 million rupiah from the central government budget for 32,300 ampoules 
of the medication and 25 million rupiah from the East Java provincial budget for 
6100 ampoules. 3,213,479 kilograms of salt containing sodium will also be placed 
on the market to combat the illness. The governor expressed the hope that the 
population, especially those people generally Living in mountainous areas and who 
are afflicted with the disease, would always make an effort to consume food con- 
taining sodium. East Java, from 7 to 14 January 1981, has already implemented a 
speedy program to abolish endemic goiter. A result so far has been the examina- 
tion of 134,304 people residing in 47 villages in various districts out of which 
19,897 people were found to have positive signs of goiter. [Excerpts] [Jakarta 
HARLAN UMUM AB in Indonesian 30 Dec 80 p 5] 9464 








MEASLES STRIKE FLOODED AREAS--Flooded areas in the sistrict of Banyumas from which 
the water subsided only a few days ago, have been attacked by measles. Until mid 
December 1980, in the subdistrict of Tambak only, 21 persons have died already. 
The chief of the Tambak Public Health Center, Dr Gatot Suharto, explained that 
those who fall victim and are susceptible to the disease generally are children 
below the age of 10. The doctor explained that what was required at present was 
medicine in sufficient quantities that would be effective in halting the disease 
as much as possible. According to the doctor, who has been serving in Tambak for 
almost 2 years, until now medication needed precisely to treat this type of ailment 
is difficult to obtain. The disease was first noted in Purwokerto. However, 
because of the availability of medication and the proximity of hospitals and dis- 
pensaries, it was quickly brought under control. [Excerpts) [Jakarta PELITA in 
Indonesian 18 Dec 80 p 3) 9464 
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GASTROENTERITIS IN WEST JAVA==Ten persons have died in a gastroenteritis epidemic 
in the subdistrict of Singajaya, Garut District last week. According to informa- 
tion obtained by SINAR HARAPAN, 15 other persons were taken to the hospital in 
fairly critical condition after being struck down by the disease. All victims of 
the ailment were residents of Cantilan, an isolated village in the southern part 

of Garut District. Efforts to protect the population from the illness have been 
undertaken by the Public Health Service of Garut District. About 400 inhabitants 
of Cantilan have been innoculated on a mass scale, and the populationhas been given 


Oralit salts. [Excerpts] [Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesia 26 Dec 80 p 3] 
9464 


HEMORRHAGIC FEVER--Quick action taken by the Health Department, including the 
administration of medicine and spraying of people's dwellings, has stopped a 
spread of hemorrhagic fever which broke out in Singaraja and Buleleng in Bali 
recently. The campaign against the disease went on smoothly thanks to the co- 
operation of the local population. [Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
1200 GMT 9 Mar 81 BK) 
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JAPAN 


STRICTER QUARANTINE MEASURES SET AT AIRPORT 


Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY in — 9 Mar 81 p 5 
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LEBANON 


OUTBREAK OF DIPHTHERIA REPORTED 
Beirut AL-SAFYR in Arabic 31 Jan 81 p 4 


[Article "Diphtheria Out of Control in 'Irsal: Five Victims and Fifteen Stricken; 
Official Measures Are Not Laudable") 


[Text] Ba'labakk--The number of diphtheria victims in the town of 'Irsal has 
risen to five children and the number of those etricken to 15 as a result of the 
inadequacy of the measures adopted by the official agencies to halt the spread of 
the disease, due to the paucity of clinics and hospitals treating those taken 111 
immediately after they have contracted the disease. 


The head of the health office in Ba'labakk, Dr Tariq Qanuti, acknowl. dged the inad- 
equacy of the measures adopted to by themselves lessen the transmittal of the con- 
tagion. He said that [they are] busy with victims in many localities and that there 
is a danger to the children in the area due to the spread of the disease. The 
victims are: Sabah Ahmad al-Hujayri (age 10), Zahra Husayn ‘Izz al-Din (age 15) 
Munira Yahya ‘Izz al-Din (age 6), Miriam Ahmad ‘Izz al-Din (age 8), and Fatum 
Muhammad ‘'Awdah (age 4), and the other stricken children are threatening to trans- 
mit the contagion to all the other inhabitants of the town, whose numbers reach 
13,000, and to the neighboring villages--al-Labwat al-‘Ayn, Ra's Ba'labakk, al-Qa', 
al-Hirmil Maqna, al-Batroliya, and the town of Ba‘ labakk. 


The Ministry of Health finished vaccinating all the children of the town, who 
number 3,800, ranging in age from 3 months to 15 years, under the supervision of 
Dr Qanuti and the physician for Social Construction, Dr Mas'ud al-Hajiri. Mean- 
while, the closure of the schools in the town continued for the sixth consecutive 
day. 


Dr Qanuti explained that he is conducting treatment of the cases occuring in the 
town. He said: "We have isolated those taken ill and have given them antidotal 
serum, penicillin and antibiotics. We have also isolated those surrounding the 
ill, out of fear that they may have caught the microbe, and, in an effort to pre- 
vent the penetration of the contagion, we set about fumigating the homes of those 
taken ill with a gas formula, but these precautions are not enough to relieve the 
tramsmittal of the disease, and we will work to carry out the inoculation in all 
villages of the region. 


Qanuti also said: "The current prophylaxis only represents 30 percent of what needs 
to be done, while the government and private hospitals in the region as well as in 
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Beirut, and the Karantina Hospital have refused to admit the stricken. He said 
that what helped to spread the disease in the town of 'Ireal was the conducive en- 
vironment, a8 well as the poverty, the scarcity of water and the changes in the 
weather. Diphtheria is tranemitted by air and is passed from the old to the 
young. This is because the diphtheria bacteria which is concentrated in the 
throat produces a membrane called the antini membrane which obstructs breathing 
and causes death. The symptoms of dipniheria begin with the inflammation of 

the tonsils, and it can strike all ages. 


Qanuti continued, saying: "The town of ‘Irsal did not pay enough attention during 
the previous innoculation against diphtheria requiring measures for a complete 
cleansing and innoculation of the children in three doses taken one month apart, 
to be repeated annually. 


In the same regard, the national institute yesterday embarked on a social aid 
[program) in an anti-diphtheria vaccination campaign in Ba'albakk for children 
between the ages of 3 to 13 years. The Nasir Health Clinic of the Arab Socialist 
Union--Arab Regiments in the town of al-Fakiha organized a vaccination campaign 
against diphtheria, infantile paralysis, and smallpox for the children of the north- 
ern Biqa' region. 


A delegation from the leadership of the union in the Biqa' visited Governor of 
Ba'labakk, Mustafa al-Asir, and put the center at the disposal of the citizens. 


Campaign of Disapproval 


Yesterday, a wave of disapproval pervaded the region of Ba'albakk due to the 
official neglect of the health situation and of that which causes the spread of 
diphtheria. The National Movement in the northern Biqa' region called on the gov- 
ernment to save the area from the epidemic and to work to obtain the vaccines 

and the doctors and to attend to the citizens. 


Furthermore, a statement issued by the Ba'th Party Organization criticized the 
Health Ministry for the spread of diphtheria and stressed the need for the offi- 
cials to move to save the people. It called for the opening of the government 
clinics in the region and making the medicines and vaccines available and for 
sending a medical team to investigate and work to limit the dangerous increase 
in the spread of the epidemic. 


An official of the people's committee in ‘Irsal, Nur al-Din al-Hajiri, condemned 
the absence of authority in the town and the inattention of the Health Ministry 
to its inhabitants, and he called on the ministry to save the town. 


9614 
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SCHOOL IMMUNIZATION CAMPAIGN AGAINST RUBELLA SUPPORTED 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 4 Mar 81 p 11 


[Text] ’ Press Asse Dunedin 


The society is prepared to 
co-operate by providing 
clinics and people to help. 
It is concerned at what its 
Auckland medical director. 
Dr lan Hassall, has de 
scribed gs ‘the Govern- 
ment'’s initial low-key 
approach .o the present ru- 
bella outbreak.” 
“There is no evidence that 
the présent level of immun- 
ity in women is better than 
80 per cent. the same as in 
1964-65 when a rubella epi- 


child, resulting in deafness. 
blindness, mental retarda- 
tion. beart disorder or even 
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NIGERIA 


UNFIT FOOD CONFISCATED OR REEXPORTED 
Lagos SUNDAY TIMES in English 15 Feb 81 p 3 
[Article by Agbeke Ogunsanwo] 


[Text] 
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PAKISTAN 


NEED FOR TRAINED MANPOWER TO TREAT TUBERCULOSIS 
Karachi DAWN in English 1 Mar 81 p 8 


[Text] Urgent need for additional trained manpower to control the incidence 
of tuberculosis was highlighted at the seven-day National Tuberculosis Control 
programme inaugurated yesterday at the Jinnah Post-graduate Medical Centre. 


Dr Mohammad Ilyas, Professor of Medicine, and Principal, Sind Medical College, 
in his presidential address stressed the need for mobilising orientation train- 
ing to fight against T.8B. 


The course is being conducted by the Directorate of Tuberculosis Control, Gov- 
ernment of Pakistan, for medical and para-medical auxiliaries. 


Dr Mohammad Husain Khan, Medical Superintendent, Government TB Centre (Rawalpindi) 
disclosed that about one lakh persons die every year in Pakistan of TB and 

herce over five lakh persons economically suffer adversely to the point of star- 
va.ion as a result of loss of earning members. 


Dr Khan further disclosed that [figure illegible] million persons are suffer- 
ing from TB in Pakistan. He alec said that economic loss as a result runs to 
over Re 250 crore per annum. 


He said in order to control such a devastating disease, a national Tuberculosis 
Control programme was launched by the Federal Government in 1965. He further 
said that since then the TB Directorate, with active collaboration of WHO and 
UNICEF and TB associations and Provincial Health authorities, was crusading 
against the alarming increase in TB, with encouraging results. 


Dr Khan also listed 58 districts--21 in Punjab, 12 in Sind, 13 in NWFP and 12 
in Baluchistan--hich have been included in this programme. 


Earlier. Dr B.A. Qureshi, Director, JPMC, in his welcome address pointed out 
that 300 cases of TB were treated in JPMC daily while there is a provision of 
25 beds for indoor treatment at the JPMC alone. 


He said four per cent people are affected by TB while 2.1 million are suffering 


from the disease resulting in economic loss to the tune of over Rs 2,500 million 
annually. 
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MEASLES SALD TO BE CAUSING ‘ALARMING’ EPIDEMIC 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 14 Mar 81 p 9 
[Editorial: “Immunity From Measles") 


[Excerpt] 


that more-than-once in- 
fection was an ‘undeni- 
able’ observation, and that 
artificially immunised 
children had also been 
afflicted by the disease. 


that. while contracting 
measies a second time or 
after being immunised is 
not unknown, it ts not 
common a Ae | x 
is occurring u- 
ently here should be in- 
vestigated thoroughly for. 





PAKISTAN 


as Dr Naqvi has put it, it 
is unoalatable food for 
fhaneht for health autho- 
rities and the virologists 
of the Islamabad National 
Health Laboratory. 
Althoueh the College of 
Family Medicine has err- 
ed in not teeing a strone 
warning earlier, or in fact 
bv not publicisine the fact 
that measies had taken 
en epidemic provortions 
80 that people could take 
precautions, the present 
Statement should be 
heeded by all concerned. 
Last summer's numerous 
infant and child deaths 
from a cholera-like dis- 
ease are still fresh in the 
people's minds. Also re- 
membered is the utterly 
confused muddle which 
followed, in which It took 
a fatally long period to 
even begin to identify the 
disease and suggest ap- 
propriate precautions or 
remedies. This should not 
be permitted to happen 
again. The Government 
should take up the matter 
immediately and put a 
team of scientists to work 
to pinpoint the reasons 














CSO: 
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for this extraordinary oc- 
currence, If necessary, aid 
from other countries 
should also be sought so 
that the matter ls resolv- 
ed. If this l@ not done 
then Uvere is always the 
possibility — remote or 
otherwise — that a similar 
phenomenon may occur 
where other diseases are 
concerned rendering im- 
munisation more or less 
neeless and disproving the 
theory that persons are 
immune after one attack 
The setback to the health 
programme in that case 
can well be imagined. 
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PAKISTAN 


IMMUNIZATION PLAN--Ielamabad, March 5--The Government of Pakistan, with UNICEF 
and WHO assistance, has launched an expanded programme of immunization against 
six preventable diseases, viz, poliomyelitis, measles, diphtheria, pertusis, 
tetanus and tuberculosis. The vaccines received from abroad are temperature 
sensitive and have to be distributed in the field in a cold chain system. It 
is imperative that the quality of the vaccine in use is monitored at different 
stages, starting from receipt, distribution to immunization. In view of the 
importance of the problem and highly sensitive technique involved, a regional 
workshop on the quality control of poliomyelitis and measles vaccine has been 
arranged here in collaboration with WHO at the National Institute of Health, 
from March 2 to 12, 1981. The course is being conducted by WHO experts and 
consultants viz Dr Asaad from WHO Headquarters, Geneva, Dr Magrath from 
National Institute of Biological Standards and Control, Hampstead, London, 

and Dr Domok of Hungary. The WHO experts and consultants are being assisted 
by National Institute of Health staff members, the participants of the workshop 
are doctors and scientists of Bmro region since the problem is equally impor- 
tant for other countries of the region.--APP [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 
6 Mar 81 p 14) 





SAUDI ASSISTANCE FOR AFCHAN REFUGEES--Peshawar, March 3--Dr Ahmad al-Blewi, 
vice-president of the Saudi Red Crescent in Pakistan, has said that his organ- 
isation had planned to vaccinate about 55,000 Afghan refugee children against 
seven different diseases. Addressing a press conference here yesterday he said 
that the vaccination task had been taken up from last month. These diseases 
included tuberculosis, polio measles and diptheria. To fight against cholera, 
the organisation will start vaccination from April next as this disease commonly 
spreads in summer, he said. Dr Blewi said that he had also taken up with the 
Saudi aid committee to buy X-ray machines for the Afghan refugees. Besides 
medical care which was their primary task, they had also provided eight large 
size tents for the establishment of schools in the tented villages. These tents, 
he said, could be converted into mosques during prayers times. They would cater 
to the educational needs of about 65,000 population. Four fulfledged hospitals, 
he said, had also been established in tents which could provide medicai care to 
about 40,000 people a month. He said that every type of assistance had so far 
been provided in almost all the camps in NWFP and Baluchistan by his organisa- 
tion. This assistance included tents, blankets, shoes, rice and flour. APP 
[Text] [Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 4 Mar 81 p 3] 
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PHILIPPINES 


RURAL RESIDENTS FACE SCHISTOSOMIASIS DISEASE DAILY 


Manila PHILIPPINES DALLY EXPRESS in English 9 Mar 81 p 7 
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Present efforts 
st the disease are assisted 
two United Nations agencies 
the World Health 


WHO LENDS medical expertise in 
combatting the disease UNEP 
amisis in finding ways to rid the 
environment of the parasites and 
thet snail hosts 

In his report on the 
schistusomiagés situation, Beltran said 
vitins of the disease includ. 


government field personne! assigned 
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eliminate the affliction 
One of the needs is an 
adequate and information 


ftucted ertguaiy on 1906 Patients 
‘ came from Leyte, 
Samar, Mindanao and Mindoro, 

which continued to be 














SOUTH AFRICA 


ARMY HELPS IN COMBATING CHOLERA 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 17 Mar 81 p 12 


[Text] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


NEW CHOLERA CASES--The Department of Health yesterday announced in Pretoria that 
45 more cases of cholera had been confirmed since February 26. This brings the 
total number of confirmed cases to 1,756. The department said that of the 45 
cases, 24 occurred in Kangwane, Eastern Transvaal, 20 in the Northern Transvaal, 
and one in the Southern Transvaal. No further deaths had been reported. The 
disease has so far claimed the Lives of 27 people.--Sapa. [Text] [Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English 6 Mar 81 p 3] 
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SPAIN 


LEGLONNAIRE'S DiSRASE BREAKS OUT IN RESORT 


Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY in English 15 Mar 81 p 7 
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SRI LANKA 





POLIO EPIDEMIC TAKES 10 LIVES 
Colombo SUN in English 13 Mar 81 pp 1,12 
[Article by Kshama Ranasinghe]} 


[Text] Polio, the crippling disease which affects mainly infants, has taken 
the lives of 10 so far--threatening an outbreak of epidemic proportions. 


These ten deaths which occurred at the Lady Ridgeway Hospital for Children have 
been recorded during the past two months, when 75 infants had been admitted. 


The number admitted to the hospital last year--described as a possible epidemic 
year--was only 35 during the first five months. 


Officials said that up-to-date there had been nearly 200 cases of polio reported 
throughout the country this year. 


Most of these cases have been reported from Ja-Ela, Gampaha, Beruwela, Colombo, 
Kolonnawa and Kalutara. 


At a conference chaired by the Secretary to the Ministry Colombo Hospitals and 
Family Health, Tiss Devendra, it was revealed that the immunisation coverage of 
children under five years was at 35 per cent, the same as last year. 


The ministry instructed Superintendents of Health Services to launch a house to 
house immunisation campaign. 


According to medical specialists, this disease--the virus of which is found in 
both water and food--could be fought through vaccinations, given thrice during 
the first year with a booster in the second year. 


Meanwhile, the Health Ministry in a statement issued yesterday said:-- 


During the first two months of 1981, 60 cases of poliomyelitis have been reported 
throughout the country. Of these, 95 per cent are under five years of age with 

a high incidence in the Colombo Municipality and the Health unit areas of Kolon- 
nawa, JaEla and Kalutara. 


The incidence of poliomyelitis during the past two months conforms to the usual 
pattern of its incidence in Sri Lanka. It is significant, however, that more 
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than 75 per cent of the cases have not obtained a single dose of oral polio 
vaccine and that the rest have been incompletely immunized, 


The only safeguard against poliomyelitis is immunization and that the usual 
course of three doses should be administered to all infants before they reach 
the first birthday. The oral polio vaccine is one of the safest vaccines in 
use today and the occurrence of diarrhoea and or fever in a child is the only 
contraindications for its administration. 


For complete immunization, three doses of oral polio vaccine should be admin- 
istered to infants at three months, five months and between nine to eleven 
months. A fourth dose (booster) should be administered in about 18 months, 
since the maximum incidence of poliomyelitis in Sri Lanka is in the second 
year of life. Administering one or two or three doses of vaccine does not 
give complete immunity and it is, therefore, necessary that the parents and 
guardians of children under the age of five ensure that they are given the 
full course of vaccine. 


The Ministry of Health is the sole importer of oral polio vaccine in Sri Lanka. 
Vaccine could be obtained free of charge from all offices of the medical offi- 
cers of health, government hospitals and from the nunicipal health centres in 
Colombo. General practitioners are also ‘*cucu oral polio vaccine free for 
administration to children under their care. 
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SURINAME 


MORE CASES OF MALARIA LN COUNTRY'S INTERLOR LN 1980 
Paramaribo DE WARE TIJD in Dutch 12 Feb 81 p 10 
(Report: "Malaria Still Occurs in Interior."] 
[Text | The National Information Service reports: 


Malaria, a perilous disease coupled with high fever, is still occurring in our 
country. This disease is primarily found in the Lawa-Tapanahoni-Marowyne region, 
along the Upper Suriname River and in the deep interior where the Upland Indians 
live. The Bureau for Public Health Care [BOG] has been able to make the coastal 
area and the center of our country malaria-free through an intensive anti-malaria 
campaign. Because of organizational problems, however, it has not been possible 
yet to eradicate it from the deeper interior also. 


Even in the Netherlands 


During the past year there has even been an increase in the number of malaria 
cases in the interior. Therefore the chance has increased that contagious mos- 
quitos occur also in malaria-free regions, the coastal regions and the center of 
the country. It can happen, namely, that people who live in the interior and are 
contaminated by malaria parasites transfer those to other areas. 





Therefore a case of malaria can suddenly occur in a malaria-free region. This also 
happened twicein the Netherlands, which otherwise is entirely malaria-free. Both 
cases occurred in the area of Schiphol in people who had never been in the tropics. 
They were probably infected by contaminated mosquitos which had come over in a 
plane from Africa. 


Two Deceased 


In 1974 almost 50 cases of malaria occurred in the surroundings of Moengo after a 
serious malaria epidemic in the Tapanahoni region. During the past weeks another 
five or so cases of malaria have been diagnosed in the Pad van Wanica [area] and 
two young people died because in them the disease was discovered too late. 


These sudden cases of malaria can be easily suppressed through early diagnosis and 
in themselves are not much cause for anxiety. There is a danger, however, that 
the diagnosis is not made or is made too late because it is a matter of complaints 
of fever by people who have never been in the interior. 
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The administration of the BOG therefore in a circular has asked all physicians to 
pay extra attention to malaria and to have all patients with complaints of fever 

checked for malaria. Through this, possible cases can be discovered and treated 

in time. But the cooperation of the entire population is indispensable also. 


Please keep the following points in minds 


To remember: 


--If you travel to the interior, south of the imaginary line running from 
Langatabbet je via Affobakka to Apoera, then always use anti-malaria pills. These 
can be obtained free of charge from the Anti-Malaria Campaign of the BOG at the 
Red Cross Lane. 


--After returning to the malaria-free region, continue taking anti-malaria pills 
for 4 weeks (3 tablets once a week). 


--If you have fever which continues for a few days, go to a physician and if you 
have recently been in the interior don't forget to tell him this. 


--Anyone who thinks that he or she could have contracted malaria can have a free 
check-up with the Anti-Malaria Campaign. 


The region along the road of St. Laurent to Cayenne is not malaria-free either. 
If you go there, you also should use anti-malaria tablets. Please pass this infor- 
mation on to acquaintances or relatives who are planning to travel to the interior. 


8700 
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TANZANIA 


ANTI-MALARIA MEASURES--The minister of health of Zanzibar is in Tanzania to prepare 

a kamambe [translation unknown, presumably excellent] program to combat malaria 

in the islands, the officials of this ministry explained yesterday. This ministry 
plans to take several steps including conducting special training for groups of 
assistants who will help to place chemicals in areas with water and also teach 
citizens about means of self-protection from this disease. Special training for 
groups began on 15 February under the supervision of the World Health Organization 
[WHO] and is expected to conclude on 23 March. Officials explained that in accordance 
with research which was conducted last year, malaria has spread to 76 percent of 

the islands, a fact which has caused the Ministry of Health to make every effort 

to combat this disease and prevent it fron spreading further. The officials stated 
that steps which have been taken by this ministry up to the present consist of 
applying chemicals in puddles, ditches and latrines in all areas of Zanzibar and 
Pemba. Other steps which are planned to be taken are supplying chemicals to houses 
once a complete investigation concerning the strength of these chemicals is completed 
in the near future. But the officials complained that their efforts are hindered 
often as a result of the lack of sufficient workers to apply chemicals. [Text] 

[Dar es Salaam UHURU in Swahili 6 Mar 81 p 3) 


CHOLERA DEATHS--Tanga--Eleven people from two villages in Handeni District have 
died from cholera, and another 42 are receiving treatment to combat the disease. 
The District Party Secretary, Ndugu Boniface Kavishe said that there were eight 
dead and 23 were receiving treatment in Mwumbi village, while three were dead 
and 29 receiving treatment in Chonga village. The two villages are under quar- 
tine. [Text] [Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 12 Mar 81 p 3] 
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TURKEY 


UKANTUM DBPOSLTS LINKED TO CANCER 
[etanbul MILLIYV#T in Turkish 6 “ar 61 p 7 


[Text ) lemir--Uranium beds were tound by the Aegean University near the 
town of Koprubasi in Gordes administrative district. However, the high in- 
cidence of cancer of the respiratory tract in residents of the town caused 
by radon gas that is given off has transtormed the joy in the discovery of 
uranium to sadness and anxiety. 


Olticials trom the Aegean 'niversity Nuclear Research and Education Insti- 
tute, which has been conducting studies in Koprubasi for a period of time, 
distributed around the area film sensitive to the gamma rays that are 
emitted by uranium and determined that the film was subjected to these rays. 
Dr Selman Kinaci, Nuclear Rerearch and Education Institute Unit Chairman 
and assistant professor, spoke on the subject sayings 


"The only elements that exist in the state of 4 gas when uranium is in the 
process of breaking down are radon isotopes. The presence of radon gas ai- 
fects human health because o: the presence of radioactivity. Radon enters 
the body through the respiratory tract and, if it is highly concentrated, 
causes cancer of the lungs. According to results of the studies we began 

} months ago, we have determined that persons living in Koprubasi inhale 
much more radon than persons living elsewhere." 


Kinaci stated that the areas within the Aegean region with the probability 
ot high concentrations of radon are Ayvacik, Fali (Usak), Yatagan, 
Kargicak (Mugla), Koycegiz (Sultaniye Grand Mineral Baths and Spring), 
Aydin, Kusadasi, and Burhaniye Common Baths. 


Kinaci reported that, because of the possibility that residents will de- 
velop cancer of the lungs (rom breathing nigh concentrations of radon gas, 
the area has been named a pilot region by the institute in order to deter- 
mine what measures can be taken. Kineci pointed owt that the World Health 
Organization is also interested in this subject and stated that a report 
that examines the eftects of radon gas on humans will be submitted to the 
World Health Organization in the form of ⸗ project by six countries, 
Turkey, Sweden, Austria, Bulgaria, itely, and the United States. Kinaci 


said, “lt Koprubasi is selected as an international pilot region, the town 
will be vacated, and studies will be conducted using a wide range of re- 
sources. This will serve to protect the health of che people." 


11673 
C80: 54600 


35 





ZAMBIA 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES DEATHS=-About 30 children have died from measles in Chief Kabanda's area 
in Chineali district, reporte Zana. Chinsali district hospital medical officer- 
in-charge Dr P. S. Peirie, said thie at the weekend. A medical team has been 
dispatched to the area to carry out vaccinations against the disease. Dr Peiris 
appealed to people in the area not to panic as the situation would be brought 


under control soon. He urged them to cooperate with the medical team. [Excerpt] 
[Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 17 Mar 61 p 5) 
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AUSTRIA 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE REPORTED, CSSR TAKES PRECAUTIONS 
Area Sealed Off 
AU051358 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 5 Mar 61 p 14 


[Summary] Vienna, St. Poelten--After veterinary authorities on 2 March discovered 
that two pigs in Kappeln-Thalheim in the St. Poelten District, Lower Austria, had 
died from hoof-and-mouth disease, the whole area in a WO kilometer radius around 
the village was sealed off. About 2,000 pige and cattle were killed and their 
carcasses destroyed in this security zone. Up to Wednesday evening, no new cases 
had been reported. An investigation is underway to trace the source of the sudden 
infection. Authorities are convinced that the disease had been brought in from a 
distant country. In the entire province of Lower Austria, all farmers’ events 
have been cancelled for the next 2 weeks, and the cattle show scheduled for the 
Vienna Spring Fair has been called off. 


On Wednesday, the CSSR banned the import and transit of all meat and meat products, 
as well as milk and milk products. At the same time, CSSR authorities have 
installed a disinfectant strip at the Kleinhaugedorf border crossing point. 


New Occurrence Reported 
AUO91317 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 7-6 Mar 81 p 16 


[Summary] Another case of hoof-and-mouth disease has been detected in Poenning, 
Lower Austria, very close to the sealed-off area around Thalheim. The village 
was immediately sealed off, and its 600 head of cattle and pigs are to be killed. 
The Lower Austrian Chamber of Agriculture, in agreement with the Ministry of 
Agriculture, has banned all meat exports until further notice. The quarantine 
for residents of the disease area has been extended until 20 March. In view of 
extensive vaccinations in the areas around Thalheim, Lower Austrian veterinary 
authorities are confident that the disease can be kept under control. 
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BRAZIL 


MASS RABLES VACCINATION SET FOR APRIL IN RIO 
Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 6 Mar 81 p 13 


[Text] The municipal secretary of health, Raimundo Moreira de Oliveira, 
considered the number of rabies cases in Rio de Janeiro “alarming” and yesterday 
decided to conduct a "gigantic" campaign in April and May to vaccinate "all dogs 
and cate." According to the secretary, the masse vaccination “will be conducted 
from house to house and aleo in the streets to immunize even stray dogs." 


Raimundo Moreira revealed that last year alone there were 7 cases of rabies 
among humans and 3,600 cases of animal rabies. 


"This number represents one of the highest rates in the country, For that 
reason, we conducted a survey and concluded that only mass vaccination can solve 
the problem. We already have the support of the let Army, the Superintendency 
of Public Health Campaigns (SUCAM), the Public Health Special Services Foundation 
(SESP Foundation), and the Federal Department of Health,” he said. 


The secretary of health reported that there are about 600,000 dogs in Rio and 
“every one of them should be vaccinated during the campaign, even those that 
have been vaccinated recently.” 


"This is the firet time a mass vaccination has been conducted in Rio," the 
secretary declared. “Last year we conducted a emall campaign and vaccinated only 
WO percent of the dogs. This year we have a team of doctors, veterinarians 

and vaccinators which will have the support of dogcatchers. I believe we will 
have a group of 100 people working every day." 


The secretary said that the two main reasons for the large number of cases of 
rabies are the large dog population and the lack of animal vaccination. 


"The World Health Organization has advised that stray doge be caught annually. 
Our population has a very low rate of dogcatching and for that reason there are 
so many cases of rabies. We are buying catchers’ vehicles--the so-called 
dogcatcher's carts; rebuilding the ovens of the Institute of Veterinary Medicine; 
expanding the kennels and preparing the institute for destroying dogs painlessly. 
8711 
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VAHD TEAMS PREVENTIVE ACTION--Myothit, 5 March--Five teams of personnel of the 
Township Veterinary and Animal Husbandry Department have been touring villages in 
this township to carry out preventive and curative measures against animal dis- 
eases. Under the guidance of the Township Party and People's Council, livestock 
breeding projects on manageable scale are being implemented as a mass movement 

in thie township. Personnel of the Veterinary and Animal Husbandry Department 
inoculated 66,950 head of cattle against anthrax and 11,310 head of cattle 
against black leg during 1980-81.--(110) [Text] [Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S 
DAILY in English 9 Mar 81 p 4) 





ETHLOPIA 


SYMPOSIUM ON ANIMAL DISEASES STRESSES BRUCELLOSIS HAZARDS 
Addis Ababa THE ETHLOPLAN HERALD in English 12 Mar 81 p 2 
[Article by Keffyalew G. Medhin and Dr. Kinte Getaneh) 


[Excerpt] A day-long lively sumposium sponsored by the Ethiopian Veterinary 
Medical Association (FVMA) last week indicated that major communicable human 

and animal diseases are subtly causing great damages both to the resources and 
economy of Ethiopia. Participants at the symposium comprising physicians, 
veterinarians, officials of the Ministries of Agriculture and Health, medical stu- 
dents and animal health assistants were briefed on such diseases as rabies, 
brucellosis, teniasis, trypanosomiasis, diseases of fish and wildlife in Ethiopia. 


The speakers on these various diseases, two from the Ministry of Health and five 
from the Ministry of Agriculture, came up with their experiences in the country 
backed up by relevant material written by foreign and national experts who have 
conducted years of research and studies. The discussion on brucellosis, a 
zoonotic disease, evoked a greater interest to both professionals--physicians 
and veterinarians--from two points of view. 


First, veterinarians were very much interested in the discussion due to their 
day-to-day experience in the field, the huge toll of animal life the disease 
claims and the economic harm it causes to the country. Secondly, physicians 
were equally interested in this particular disease due to its shadowy nature and 
subtle striking capacity to humans. The two papers presented on brucellosis 
treated it from disciplinary points of view--veterinary and medical--thus con- 
clusively indicating both present and future implications of the disease. 


Clinical Observations 


Dr. Teshale Seboka who has made clinical observations, supported by appropriate 
data in both humans and animals, said that physicians who happen to encounter 
patients complaining about backache, undulent fever, joint and muscle pains, 
weakness, night sweats problems should first ask the profession of the client 
whether he is a veterinarian, peasant, someone in a meat canning industry or in 
related areas so that diagnosis could be easier and appropriate. This is due to 
the fact that brucellosis is increasingly becoming a professional hazard. Of the 
66 veterinarians the country has had two have already become victims of brucellosis, 
with a tale of diagnosis ordered until it was discovered of late. 
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ETHLOPIA 


BRIEFS 


CATS, DOGS VACCINATION--Addis Ababa~--A week-long programme has been prepared by 
the Ethiopian Veterinarians’ Association to instruct the public in animal health 
care and conduct vaccination campaigns both here and in the regions, Comrade 

Dr. Ayalew Ketsela, the chairman of the Association, announced yesterday. The 
Association started giving both the instruction and vaccination as of yesterday 
until March 8, it was learnt. Accordingly, vaccination will be given to cattle 
and dogs in regional towns while dogs will be vaccinated against rabies in all 
the 25 higher urban dwellers’ associations here in the capital next Saturday. 
Veterinarians will brief the public on animal health care throughout the regions. 
A scientific explanation about communicable diseases from man to an.wal and vice- 
versa will be given also by professionals in the auditorium of the Black Lion 
Hospital here next Friday, it was reported. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN 
HERALD in English 4 Mar 81 p 8) 


CATTLE VACCINATION STATISTICS--Awassa--A massive vaccination campaign to control 
animal diseases have been carried out in Teltele District, Sidamo Region, in the 
six months preceding last December. The Administrative Office of the Region dis- 
closed that between July and end of December, 54,556 heade of cattle had been 
vaccinated against pleuro-pneumonia and rinderpest, 7,769 against anthrax, and 
6,433 against a variety of other animal diseases. In addition, 149 heads of 
cattle and pack animals have been given medical treatment. Meanwhile, 137 pea- 
sants have attended courses on cattle-breeding and the proper handling of hides 
and skins. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 13 Mar 81 p 6) 
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INDONESIA 


CANINE PARVOVIRUS IN URBAN AREAS=-Since 1979, a new type of illness displaying 
symptoms of vomiting and diarrhea has been identified among dogs. The symptoms 

of the disease were first evident in Jakarta and later were reported from Bogor, 
Bandung, Medan and several other large cities. At present, it can be said to have 
spread even further afield. Dr Willy RKumawas of the Animal Pathology Section of 
the Department of Veterinary Medicine at the Bogor Institute of Agriculture made 
the preceding statement last week. He added that the disease first began to 

appear in America in 1977. At the same time it was also reported spreading in 
Australia and several European countries such as the Netherlands, Great Britain 
and France. It is caused by parvo virus, a type of DNA (deoxyribonuleic adic) 
virus measuring 20 nanometers (20 billionths of a meter) which develope in the nu- 
cleus of the cell as it divides. The parvo virus is highly resistant to high body 
temperatures and disinfectants such as ammonium, alcohol and ether, but is highly 
sensitive to formalin. From the point of view of serology, the disease is the 

same as panleukopenia virus which attacks dogs and the enteritis virus which attacks 
mice. Responding to questions, Rumawas said that medicine to treat the disease had 
not yet been discovered. Treatment can only be undertaken to prevent it. How- 
ever, according to this specialist in veterinary medicine, the latest studies show 
that immunity from parvo virus can be imparted to dogs by means of vaccinations 
administered twice to the animals at intervals of 3 to 4 weeks when they are between 
6 weeks and 3 months of age. For dogs over the age of 3 months, a single vaccina- 
tion consisting of Felli: (fa can confer immunity for long periods. [Excerpts] 
{|Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 30 Dec 80 pp 8, 9] 9464 


FISH DISEASE IN WEST JAVA--Minister of STate for Research and Technology Professor 
Dr Engineer B.J. Habibie announced that the disease which struck fish in West Java 
was declining and could be overcome. He explained that the cause of the disease 
was not artificial rainfall. According to the minister, the bacilli causing the 
illness was already known and the investigation to so determine was the result of 
cooperation among the Department of Agriculture, the Indonesian Research Institute, 
the BPPT and the University of Indonesia accompanied by experts from Japan, Germany 
and Taiwan. The investigation disclosed the presence of a certain liquid, that is, 
a type of virus in the bodies of the fishes. The presence of bacilli was also 
noted. Preventive measures for the disease consist of administering antibiotics 
plus kalium permanganate. The two types of medication can be easily mixed ato 

the water of the pools or ponds where the fish are kept. "What is most imwportant 
to recognize at the present time is that there are no symptoms that seem to threaten 
the health of humans who eat the fish,” said Habibie. It is said that there is a 
strong possibility that the carriers of the disease came from Taiwan, following the 
import of fish from that country. These imported fish arrived on September 28, 
while the disease first became evident a week later on October 3. [Excerpts] 
[Jakarta HARIAN UMUM AB 19 Dec 80 pp 1, 8] 9464 
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FISH DISEASE IN WEST, CENTRAL JAVA=-The Department of Agriculture is invesatigat- 
ing a disease that has struck fish in Weat and Central Java. Three teams have been 
formed for this purpose. The “causes team" is working to determine the principal 
causes of the disease. The "guidance team" is working to help prevent the spread 
of the disease. The "“implementation/abolition team" is working to prevent and 
abolish the disease on an operational level. A broadcast by the Public Relations 
Bureau of the Depaicment of Agriculture on Saturday reported that investigation 
had revealed that it was bacilli of the genuses Aeromonas and Pseudomonas which 
attacked fresh water fish. Control of the disease was undertaken by innoculating 


the fish with Chloramphenicol or Oxytetracycline HCL (Terramycine) or by immersing 
the fish in a solution of Kalium Permanganate. With these methods, the spread of 
the disease can be checked and the rate of mortality of the fish reduced. This 
should help fish farmers. Defense against this dease by means of "Sulmethon §$-20%" 
is still under investigation by the government Research Institute because this 
medication was private institutes. Nevertheless, the government welcomes such 
private efforts but wishes them channeled through official government agencies so 
that guidance and direction can be extended to the fish farmers in an effective and 
coordinated manner. The population at large, especially the fish farmers were 
urged to be cautious concerning the use of medication not recommended by the govern- 
ment because it could pose a danger or create a loss for the farmers themselves. 
The way to fight back against this fish disease is to follow the instructions of 
the local office of the Fisheries Service, the Fisheries Research Institute or 
those instructions promulgated by the mass media on 14 November 1980. [Text] 
{Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 18 Dec 80 p 11) 9464 
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NEW ZEALAND 


INTERNAL PARASITES OF SHEEP SHOW RESISTANCE TO DRENCHES 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 27 Feb 81 p 14 
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TANZANIA 


BRIEFS 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH OUTBREAK--Dodoma--Mpwapwa and Kangwamkoani wards in Dodoma Region 
has been put under quarantine following the outbreak of foot and mouth disease, 
the Regional Livestock Development Officer, Ndugu A. J. Mackay said yesterday. 
He said that transportation of livestock in and out of the wards has been pro- 
hibited. He added that there would be no livestock auctioning in the wards un- 
til further notice. [Text] [Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 17 Mar 81 p 3) 
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ZAMB LA 


TICK- BORNE DISEASE THREATENS CATTLE 


In Monze 


Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 14 Mar 81 p 3 
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Lecture On Control 


Lueaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 19 Mar 81 p 2 


[Excerpt] A tick-borne disease called theileriosis which causes paralysis has 
continued to afflict the cattle industry in Zambia, said a spokesman for the Na- 
tional Council for Scientific Research in Lusaka. 





A public lecture on the disease will be given tomorrow by the council chief 
scientific officer and head of Pest Research Unit Dr A. K. Oteng. 


He said the disease was transmitted by two particular ticks which were widely 
distributed in the country. 


One of the ticks transmitted a rapidly fatal and acute theileriosis while the 
other carried a chronic benign and malignant theileriosis with deaths sometimes 
occurring after a long illness. 


The lecture will cover research efforts by Dr Oteng and his team in understanding 


the seasonal variations of the disease: Tick-vector loads in the study area and 
methods for controlling the disease. 
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ZAMBIA 


ANIMAL 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH CONTROL MEASURES RELAXED 


Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 18 Mar 81 p 5 
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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


LOCUST SITUATION--Dr Salem al-Luzi, deputy minister of agriculture, received Mr 
Ahmad al-Khasawinah, an international locust expert from the International Center 
for Fighting the Desert Locust, yesterday morning in hie office in Jiddah, Saudi 
Arabia. During the meeting they discussed the locust situation in the area. Dr 
Salem al-Luzi mentioned tht signe indicate the presence of desert locust swarms 
in northern Sudan, in spite of the necessary countermeasures taken by the Sudanese 
government. Locust swarms also have been able to cross the Red Sea. They settled 
in the Amlaj area, north of Yanbu. In Saudi Arabia, approximately 600 km nort 

of Jiddah. Dr al-Luzi stated that this ewarm is in the maturing and mating state, 
and that the area where they settled is suited to laying eggs. This requires the 
competent authorities in Saudi Arabia to take intensive countermeasures in the 
infested area. Concerning the possible danger of Jordan being invaded by desert 
locusts, Dr al-Luzi said that the Jordanian border stations have been alerted on 
his matter, to observe and immediately report on any possibility of the locusts 
penetrating inside Jordanian borders. The International Center in Jiddah was also 
advised to provide the Ministry of Agriculture with new developments in the situa- 
tion. Dr al-Luzi confirmed tiat the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is completely 
free of desert locusts, and that the minietiy has made the necessary preparations 
to contain the locusts in the event any number cf them penetrate inside Jordanian 
borders. [Text] [Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 3 Mar 81 p 2) 





NEW ZEALAND 


NU SERLOUS DAMAGE SEEN FROM NEW WHEAT DISEASE STRAIN 
Spraying Program Begun 
Christchurch THE PRESS in English 28 Feb 81 p 2 
[Text] Wellington (PA)=-The new strain of wheat disease, yellow=striped rust, dis- 


covered in New Zealand late last year, is unlikely to affect wheat yields drastical~- 
ly, according to the Ministry of Agriculture. 
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Wheat Varieties Tested 
Chcistehurch THE PRESS in English 6 Mar 81 p 18 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


BLACK MAIZE BEETLE~-Durban--The Black maize beetle is causing havoc in several 
areas in northern Natal with the maize crop. A spokesman for Cedara Agricultural 
College near Pietermarizburg, said at the weekend that he estimated that at least 
5 percent of the maize crop in the Northern Districts was already a writeoff 
because of the beetle. He said the beetle was attacking the maize stalks at 
knee-height. The worst effected areas were Vryheid, Dundee, Blood River, and 
Kingely. If the beetle was not curtailed soon he estimated that about 30 percent 
of the maize crop in these areas would be ravaged. The farmers had already been 
advised to introduce severe crop spraing schemes, he said. [Text] | Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English 2 Mar 81 p 9) 
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